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Duffy 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

HULTGREN) (during the vote). There are 
2 minutes remaining. 

b 1756 

So the joint resolution was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated against: 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 

detained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 202. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 

March 27 and Tuesday, March 28, I was ab-
sent from votes due to business in my Con-
gressional District. Had I been present, I 
would have voted as follows: 

Rollcall No. 195—‘‘Yea.’’ 
Rollcall No. 196—‘‘Yea.’’ 
Rollcall No. 197—‘‘Yea.’’ 
Rollcall No. 198—‘‘Yea.’’ 
Rollcall No. 199—‘‘Yea.’’ 
Rollcall No. 200—‘‘Yea.’’ 
Rollcall No. 201—‘‘Yea.’’ 
Rollcall No. 202—‘‘Yea.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 201 

on motion to table the appeal of the ruling of 

the chair, I am not recorded. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall No. 202 on final passage of S.J. 
Res. 34, I am not recorded. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on final 
passage of S.J. Res. 34. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

MARCH 27, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, U.S. 

Capitol, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause 

(5)(a)(4)(A) of Rule X of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, I designate the fol-
lowing Members to be available to serve as 
Members of an Investigative Subcommittee 
established by the Committee on Ethics dur-
ing the 115th Congress: 

Suzanne Bonamici of Oregon 
Brian Higgins of New York 
Hakeem S. Jeffries of New York 
William R. Keating of Massachusetts 
Raja Krisbnamoorthi of Illlinois 
Ed Perlmutter of Colorado 
Jamie Raskin of Maryland 
Terri A. Sewell of Alabama 
Darren Soto of Florida 
Dina Titus of Nevada 

Best regards, 
NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1431, EPA SCIENCE ADVI-
SORY BOARD REFORM ACT OF 
2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 115–64) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 233) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1431) to 
amend the Environmental Research, 
Development, and Demonstration Au-
thorization Act of 1978 to provide for 
Scientific Advisory Board member 
qualifications, public participation, 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

b 1800 

TAX REFORM 

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, we know 
the Tax Code is excessively com-
plicated and takes too much money 
from Americans, thus we overhauled 
the United States Tax Code. 

Over 30 years ago, President Ronald 
Reagan signed the last major tax re-
form package. To put this in perspec-
tive, this was before the world wide 
web went live to the public, more than 
10 years ago before ‘‘google’’ was a 
verb, and visiting a Blockbuster was 
the best way to rent a movie. America 
is vastly different than it was then, yet 

our Tax Code has largely stayed the 
same. 

As we bring our Tax Code into the 
21st century, we must simplify the 
code. The U.S. Tax Code is over 3 mil-
lion words long, and Americans spend 
billions of hours and hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars complying with Federal 
tax requirements each year. Imagine if 
that time and money were spent on in-
novation and job creation instead. As 
we work to shrink taxes and erase the 
excessive compliance rules, we must 
also make sure that the taxes we col-
lect are spent according to constitu-
tional constraints. 

We must propose a plan that will bet-
ter serve individuals, families, and 
businesses across the country. We must 
introduce legislation that lowers taxes, 
reduces the corporate tax rate, mini-
mizes government interference in the 
free market, and eases the overall cost 
to taxpayers to fully comply with the 
system. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF AHMED 
‘‘KATHY’’ KATHRADA 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I was 
awakened today to the news of a gen-
tleman from South Africa, who was one 
of the great historic men I have experi-
enced in my life, an antiapartheid ac-
tivist and a blessed man, Ahmed 
Kathrada, known as Kathy, passed 
away. 

Kathy was an Indian gentleman who 
went to Johannesburg with his family 
as a young man and found that, at age 
8, he had to move there because there 
were no Indian schools in South Africa. 
He became, at a very early age, an ac-
tivist for social reform and against 
apartheid, first for Indian rights and 
then against apartheid and for South 
African rights. 

He was arrested, along with Nelson 
Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Mbeki, Gold-
berg, and other leaders of the ANC, 
tried in the famous Rivonia trial in 
1963, and convicted as they all were. He 
spent 18 years in prison on Robben Is-
land, with Nelson Mandela and others, 
and 8 additional years in prison. But 
when released from prison, he didn’t 
see bitterness, he saw only peace and a 
period of commitment to resolving 
race relations in South Africa. 

He befriended the people who had 
been his guards and who had subjected 
him to minority rights. He was elected 
to the African National Congress party 
as a delegate to parliament and served 
as one of Nelson Mandela’s aides. He 
received four honorary degrees in his 
life, one from the University of Ken-
tucky, one from Michigan State, and 
one from the University of Missouri. 
He moved back to Robben Island, lived 
there, and gave tours of the museum. 

On my second trip to South Africa, 
where I met him on a second occasion, 
he led our group on our tour. It was re-
markable to see the prison guards hand 
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